
 
2013 United Irish of Dayton Celtic Festival to Include Cultural and 
Physical Fitness Activities 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT BILL RUSSELL  937-430-7650, BILLERUSSELL@GMAIL.COM 
 

The 2013 United Irish of Dayton Celtic Festival, presented by the United Irish of Dayton in 
partnership with Five Rivers MetroParks, will feature activities and cultural events in addition to 
performances from its four headline bands  and regional and local musical and dance groups.     

These activities include the 5K Run/Walk, sponsored by Kettering Sports Medicine, which will 
be held on Saturday, July 27, with a 10:01 a.m. starting time. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Riverscape Pavilion Stage.  Pre-registration forms must be postmarked by July 15.  The 
run/walk starts and finishes on the Great Miami River Recreation Trail near RiverScape.  The 
course is predominantly on the recreation trail (bikeway).  Awards will be given to the top three 
male and female in the age groups 14 & under, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and 
over.  The award ceremony is immediately following the 5K at the RiverScape Fountains.  The 
race is open to runners and walkers of all ages.  Refreshments will be available at the finish.  Any 
questions about the results of the 5K should be directed to 5kresults@unitedirishofdayton.org.  

Also, a Celtic Bike Ride will be held Sunday, July 28, at 8:30 a.m. at Don Crawford Plaza in front 
of Fifth Third Field.  Enthusiasts of all ages should meet near the Culture Tent and Children’s 
Area of the festival. 

A new feature at this year’s festival is Whiskey Tasting, hosted by Bushmills Irish Whiskey.  
Master of Whiskey, Ms. Cheryl Alagna, will guide participants through five tastings of selected 
Irish Whiskeys, explain the cultural and historic significance of Irish Whiskey, and discuss the 
scientific and artistic complexities of the distilling and aging processes found in the unique way 
of producing Irish Whiskeys.  Tickets are available for $35 at the United Irish of Dayton Celtic 
Festival and $25 in advance.  There is one tasting on Friday (7 p.m.), two tastings on Saturday (4 
p.m. and 7 p.m.), and one tasting on Sunday (4 p.m.).  A separate ticket is needed for each 
tasting.  Tickets are non-refundable and may not be transferred between tastings.  Seating is 
limited to 50 per tasting. 

Children will also be able to enjoy the Celtic experience over the weekend.  The Rainbow's End 
Children's Area has special activities set up just for the wee ones!  There are games, picture 
boards, and Celtic crafts and tattoos.  Magic can be found as the children play a round of putt 
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putt golf, walk through the Blarney castle, build a fairy house,  and search for a Leprechaun's pot 
of gold.  

In addition to the previously mentioned activities, the festival features several cultural events, 
such as workshops on Celtic art, artisans demonstrating their craft, and presentations by the St. 
Andrew Society on Scottish genealogy.  Other ways to experience Celtic culture include a Gaelic 
Mass on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and various ethnic merchandise and food vendors throughout the 
weekend.  Beer connoisseurs can also partake of a pint of authentic Celtic beverages.   

Distinct cultural activities include the Irish Wake Tent, set in the 1890s as if it were the wake of 
the grandfather of the home.  The tent has displays and information available on wake 
traditions.   

Also, the festival will feature Irish linen & wool worker demonstrations.  Linen has traditionally 
been the mainstay for clothing for the upper levels of society as well as for the working class.  An 
anonymous linen worker will spellbind the patrons as he turns ordinary-looking flax straw into 
very serviceable linen products.  The audience will learn what to do with a hackle, scutching 
knife, rippling comb, reel, and the warp and weft.  The personable linen worker will relate to 
children and adults, male and female, as he spins and weaves a tale of everyday life in an era 
long past.  

Another popular returning cultural feature is Clan Desdin, a group portraying an historical re-
enactment of Highland Scots newly arrived in the Colonies.  They will camp next to the river in a 
period-correct 18th Scottish camp and demonstrate authentic 18th century cooking skills, break 
out into sword fights, interact with the public, perform improvisations and small skits depicting 
typical Scottish behavior and historical scenes, crafting exhibits, and conduct conversations with 
the public answering questions and explaining the connection between the Scots and the early 
Appalachians who inhabited this area. 

The Celtic Breakfast will be held Sunday, July 28, at the "Top of the Morn'n Cafe" located on 
festival grounds.  Breakfast will be available from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Ala Carte items 
include Breakfast Pasti, Celtic Fry, Sausage rolls, orange marmalade sticky buns, Empire 
biscuits, Eccles cakes, bread pudding with hot apples and whiskey sauce, shortbread fudge tarts, 
shortbread slices, berry tarts, cranberry and cinnamon raisin scones.  Beverages available for 
purchase include orange juice, cran-apple juice, coffee & tea.  

For information on all events go to www.unitedirishofdayton.org or call (937) 372-9788.  
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